Honors Biology Summer Reading Assignment

In September you will begin your study of one of the most diverse and fascinating areas of science, biology…but why wait until September to begin learning biology? One of the best ways to learn about any subject is through stories, fiction or nonfiction. So, your first academic journey will be through a nonfiction story about an area in biology that affects us all—infectious disease. While this story is about an extremely dangerous disease that you may have heard about, I promise that the description of the events surrounding its spread and discovery will be long lasting. 

It is through the popular book, The Hot Zone by Richard Preston that you will begin your journey. You will need to find a copy of this book on your own, but because of its great popularity you will be able to easily find it at libraries and bookstores. There is one copy of the book that can be checked out for the summer through Rickover’s library, but if you would like to check out a copy from your local library you can go to the Chicago Public Library web site http://www.chipublib.org/ or simply visit your nearest branch. With your green and white library card (by the way, if you don’t already have one it’s a perfect time to get one) you can check it out or if your branch does not have a copy you can easily have it sent to your local branch. According to our librarian, Mrs. Cleary, you need to find a copy as soon as possible or before June 25th because it may take a few weeks to get the book to your local branch.

You might ask how this book will help you get “head start” in biology. While you obviously can understand that the topic of health and disease is certainly covered in biology there are other reasons to study science through this story. As you take the journey you will obtain a realistic understanding about how scientists “do” science, which is exactly what you will spend most of your time doing throughout the year. This story will also let you see how our government becomes involved when a disease threatens the health of U.S. citizens. You will be introduced to the characteristics of life that promote the success of an organism, in this case a virus. In addition to the science and social issues, you will extend your vocabulary so that you can become familiar with many terms necessary in understanding biology. It is amazing that all of these important lessons can be found in a very entertaining book!

So as you take this journey keep in mind that:

· this is to be completed by the first day of class for a test on the main events and pertinent vocabulary in the story, 

· the ideas found in this book will also appear throughout the year in tests and final exams.

So, if someone asks you what you are doing this summer, tell them about your plans to visit a central African rain forest …

See you after your journey!






-Mrs. Palmer
